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Meeting Information 
 

 Tuesday, June 23rd at 5:30pm 

 MURPHYS HOTEL, 

457  Main St in downtown Murphys 

 Dinner is $20 for both members and  
non-members; $25 with dessert 

 Water, tea & coffee are provided 

 Additional beverages may be purchased 
 
Agenda: 
 
 
 

Check-in, network, visit showcaser 
Introductions 

Dinner & dessert 
Speaker 

Raffle and adjourn 

 

Reservations: 
PLEASE RSVP no later than Sunday, 

April 26th by midnight 
 

Best to RSVP online at: www.ccwnonline.org, 
or use our email address: 

CalaverasCountyWomensNetwork@Gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our 2014 
Board of Directors: 

 

 

 

2015 Highlights 
CCWN prides itself on growing women’s businesses through relationship referrals and trust building. You are always more 

likely to do business with someone you know, like and trust or with someone that knows someone THEY know, like and trust. 

This year we will continue to give each and every member multiple opportunities to share with us what they do. We will have 

a member showcasing their products throughout the meeting each month AND we will have a member spotlighted in this 
newsletter each month. Please contact our new 

Programs Director Lucky King to get your space secured! 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/CalaverasCountyWomensNetwork 

This Month’s Topic: 

Business in  

Calaveras County 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/CalaverasCountyWomensNetwork
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Calaveras-County-Womens-Network/18058215201146
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2015 Board of Directors 
 

Terry McBride 
President and 

Public Relations,  
Print Marketing 
209-754-1775 

tmcbride@wildblue.net 
 

Gat Slor 
Vice President/Secretary 

209-965-7002 
gslor@legalshieldassociate.com 

 
Dana Pfeil 
Treasurer 

209-559-2513 
dlowens1971@sbcglobal.net 

 
Lucky King 

Programs Director 
209-728-8295 

lucky@banderaca.com 
 

Kerry Keeney 
Website 

209-743-5391 
Kerry.keeney@yahoo.com  

 
Arlene Gianelli 

Membership 
209-736-2971 

gianelli@goldrush.com 
 

Mary Phoenix 
Facebook and 

Public Relations, Electronic 
209-840-7352 

mphoenix@gmail.com 

 
Steffanie Kaiser 

Newsletter 
209-768-5266 

gcbysteffanie@gmail.com 

 

 

President’s Message 
 
Welcome to summer ladies, it sure has been an 
interesting spring.  Pretty much like being in 
business.  You never quite know what’s going 
to happen to our weather in the spring.  Rain, 
snow, fog, hot, humid and sometimes gorgeous 
weather.  With business you’ve got new 
opportunities and challenges every day, some 
days you wonder why you even made plans 
because everything changed – completely.  
Probably one of the reasons we love being in 
business is that we’re seldom bored.  
  
I am hoping that you’re finding that your 
membership and active participation with 
CCWN also helps to face some of the many 
challenges and celebrate the many 
opportunities.  Drawing on the many years of 
business that we all collaboratively have makes 
for a great support system and cheering 
section. 
 
We are half way through this year and I hope 
that you have found the various speakers well 
worth your time at the meetings.  As I 
mentioned in last month’s meeting, it isn’t 
always necessary to bring in someone that isn’t 
a member to speak.  If you have a subject that 
you feel would be helpful to everyone that you 
are well versed on and would like to share, 
please let me or Lucky our Program Director 
know.   
 
If you have ideas of subjects that we haven’t 
covered yet or know a good speaker, please let 
us know.  We only ask that it isn’t a time to 
advertise your business, it’s a time of offer 
valued knowledge. You will be most welcome to 
have a table set up with any literature or 
products you would like to display.  Also, please 
let us know if you’d like to showcase your 
business with a table at the meeting. 

The Calaveras County Business Symposium is 
well on its way to realization. I’ll fill you all in at 
our meeting as too where we are currently at; I 
am really excited about it. 

mailto:gslor@legalshieldassociate.com
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Spotlighter 
 
Eileen Dawson 
 
Member since late 1990s 
Eileen’s business is numbers. Sensible 
Accounting currently works with over 2,000 
customers WORLD WIDE! All from her office in 
Murphys.  
 
At 73 Years Old (this month) Eileen has many 
stories of her life, ALL very captivating, making 
it very hard to choose what to write about. I’ve 
known Eileen and her late husband for quite 
some time and there is ALWAYS a new story!  
 
Born in a doctor’s office in Mecca, CA, she and 
her older brother were raised by her 
grandmother and her grandfather (who was 
also a Baptist minister) on 2 Agricultural farms 
because her mother could not take care of 
them. She remembers working the farm and 
walking 21/2 miles every day to catch the 
school bus. They would freeze their lunches the 
night before so that they would be good to eat 
by lunch time the next day.  
 
When her grandparents became too old to take 
care of them, she and her brother,  spent some 
time with her mother but her step father was 
very abusive and mother still not up to the task, 
so they were put into foster care.   
 
Through all this Eileen was a good student and 
managed to earn a scholarship to USC,  
but two years into it she found true love and 
Married John Dawson. John was a story all his 
own, a fun-loving artist, surfer, sailor, sport car 
enthusiast… oh my, Life was full! There are a 
LOT of stories here but you’ll have to have 
lunch with her to get those, just know that there 
was no room for school at this point.  
 
Somewhere in all the moving to various parts of 
CA, they had a son. Being a very accomplished, 
award winning pianist herself Eileen gave piano 
lessons to pay the bills. At one point having 50 
students ages 5 – 21 all in one Recital.  

Spotlighter continued 
 
Eileen and John were both step-up and DO 
kinda people which led them to also become 
foster parents to several troubled and abused 
boys. All of which, though spread over the 
country, are still part of her life.  
 
Eileen did find her way back to finishing her 
education at San Jose State where she passed 
her CPA test and graduated 2 years before her 
son. To get her final CPA certification she would 
have to do an internship but that would have 
meant taking a lesser paying job than the one 
she was at. She went with the numbers….. 
More Money!! She has since done the work and 
is an Enrolled Agent with the IRS, which means 
she can represent her clients for any conflicts 
with the IRS.  
 
While going to school she also worked full time 
for Western Microtech as a controller. Her title 
was Federal Women’s Program Manager. Her 
job was to oversee any issues with women 
employees. Keep in mind that this was the 70’s. 
She saw a lot of political discrimination against 
women employees, a lot of men abusing their 
status & power. She saw some women abusing 
power as well. But being a strong woman 
herself, she was instrumental in bringing a lot 
out into the open and helped to bring about 
many changes. She is frustrated when she still 
sees some of this going on in some of her 
clients businesses.  
 
 
Eileen and John made Calaveras County their 
home in the 90s following her brothers move 
here. This fun-loving, happy couple wasted NO 
time digging into the community and becoming 
a part of our hearts, in their efforts to fill needs 
as well as create smiles and memories. She 
started her business with her first office in a tiny 
space of the file room of the Murphys Sanitary 
district and John worked many different jobs 
including at some of the original wineries.  
 
They were famous as Mr. and Mrs. Santa 
Clause in Sonora and in Murphys for many  
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Spotlighter continued 
 
years, appearing in picture-taking venues, 
parties and parades every year, until John’s 
health would not let him get out anymore. After 
52 years of marriage, cancer took John just 
before Christmas 2013. As the Clauses they 
saw many children that now have children of 
their own and Eileen has plans to write a book 
that will include many funny stories of that time.  
 
Eileen joined CCWN in the late 1990s to grow 
her business. From that tiny little space to the 4 
employee office now. This year they survived 
their “Biggest Tax Season so far”, as she peeks 
out from behind a mountain of files, many 
extensions still in progress. She re-joined 
CCWN recently for support and companionship.   
 
On being a widow, she says, “You don’t have to 
give up your life. You can have a new and 
exciting life!” And she does. Still running and 
working in the office, but she is back to her 
music and playing the piano. She is traveling all 
over including Europe next year and she has a 
boy friend who treats her like a Queen!!   
 
Glad You’re back with us, Eileen! Can’t wait to 
share another meal and hear more stories!!    
 
 
 
Showcaser  
 

 
Sera James, Sera’s Scentsations 

 
 
 
 

Raffle Prizes 
 

We LOVE raffle prizes!  
 
What a great way to showcase your business, 
creative side, your gardening skills, or even re-
gifting love! All monies from our raffle go towards 
our charity. Add your business card to your 
donation so we can acknowledge your generous 
heart. And don’t forget to buy your tickets! 
 
 

 
 
 
Mark Your Calendars 

 
We will be having a booth at the Angels Camp 
4th of July Picnic in the Park. Please mark your 
calendars for this event, more information will 
follow in the next few months. 
 
If you remember, we had a bake sale during 
Murphys Irish Days and where able to raise a 
nice sum for Harmony Ranch. This is also a 
great way for the community to get to know our 
group and help us grow. 
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Member Marketing & Messages 
 

 
 

328 N. Main 

Angels Camp, CA 95221 

(Behind Country Cloth) 

They offer Free Tours to ALL drop-ins. 

Mention this posting for a 15% discount on 

your next order. 

 

 

 

 

Member Marketing & Messages 
Continued 
 

 
 
Special discount to those who mention the above 
ad to Gat Slor at 209-965-7002 or 
gslor@legalshieldassociate.com 
 
For more information, go to: 
http://gslor.legalshieldassociate.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:gslor@legalshieldassociate.com
http://gslor.legalshieldassociate.com/
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Member Marketing & Messages 
Continued 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calaveras Has Talent 

 

 

Please come and support this fabulous event. 

They are still looking for talent so contact the 

Calaveras Youth for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


